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D I A N A  K H O I  N G U Y E N
Ev i d e n c e  o f  a b s e n c e
T h e r e  are two seasons:  day  a n d  n ight .  Both  arr ive like a m a n  w h o  
kn ow s h e ’s too  old to de c ide  to live forever. If he is af raid,  r e m in d  
h i m  h o w  to get  ho m e .
•  •  •
D u r i n g  w a r t i m e ,  on ly  ghos ts  i n t u i t  be t te r  th a n  dogs .  A g hos t  goes 
o u t  for mi lk  a n d  never co m es  h o m e .  An a t t e m p t  to escape  paralysis,  
s to ne  u n d e r  t a n n i n g  m o o n .  T h e  f r equ ency  o f  na tu ra l  disasters  is a 
p r iva te a lg o r i th m .  H e  does  n o t  always hear  you  th r o u g h  the  radio.
•  •  •
Im m o r t a l  jellyfish are capable  o f  r e t u r n i n g  to po lyp  stage af ter  m a t ­
u r a t io n ,  b u t  rarely reach this phase d u e  to pr ed a t io n .  To the  gods  
he has of fered  marrow,  s t r ing ,  an a n t e n n a .  T h e  rules o f  cap t iv i ty  
apply.  His  h a n d s  are the  ta l i smans  in his hands .  Even t h o u g h  he is 
ke p t  alive, he will n o t  look me  in the  eye.
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